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tion to the wants of those for whom it was intended. Simple and un- 
pretending in form, it is precisely what its title indicates, and, with its 
wealth of practical wisdom and pleasant anecdote, it can scarcely fail 
to exercise a healthful influence on every reader. Among the topics of 
which it treats are " Daughters and Sisters," " Relations with the Poor 
and Friendless," " Relations with Servants," "Travelling," ''Marriage," 
" Days of Mourning," and " Moral Courage " ; and there are in all 
seventeen chapters or addresses. 



15. — Broadcast. By Nehemiah Adams, D. D. Boston: Ticknor 
and Fields. 1863. 16mo. pp. 210. 

This is a book of religious aphorisms, jotted down by the author to 
be used in the composition of sermons ; and they are what we should 
expect to find them, as drawn from the repertory of one of our best 
preachers. It is not the writers of pithy aphorisms that are the most 
capable of continuous and compact discourse. Faced bricks look better 
in a house than they do as they are handled one by one ; and the grace- 
ful members of a comely rhetorical edifice need to be seen in their 
proper places to be seen to the best advantage. These detached mor- 
ceaux from Dr. Adams's note-book are remarkable for the fine choice 
of words and shaping of sentences, and often admirable as expositions 
of weighty sayings of holy writ, or of momentous thoughts on subjects 
of infinite magnitude ; but they have just that lack of completeness and 
rotundity which we should hope to find in brief passages from the ser- 
mons for which they were destined. Of these last the author cannot 
print more than the religious public will receive with the profound 
gratitude with which those already issued have been welcomed. 



16. — The Spiritual Point of View ; or, The Glass Reversed. An 
Answer to Bishop Colenso. By M. Mahan, D. D., St. Mark's-in- 
the-Bowery Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the General 
Theological Seminary. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1863. 
12mo. pp. 114. 

As we stated in our last number, Bishop Colenso's argument against 
the authenticity of the Pentateuch and Joshua turns mainly on their 
unhistorical character, as tried by the modern standard of historical 
composition, and especially on their lack of numerical coherency and 
accuracy. Dr. Mahan shows that the very characteristics on which 
the authenticity of these books is disputed are marks of their genuine- 



